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Waynesville parish embarks on Marian pilgrimage
Editor’s note: Pope Francis has urged all Roman 
Catholics to become pilgrims: “Having our eyes 
opened, our faith deepened, and enjoying the 
spiritual experience of our lives.” This spring 
a group from Waynesville embarked on a true 
journey of faith, an 11-day pilgrimage from 
Lourdes to Fatima. This is the first part of their 
story:

PAUL VIAU
CORRESPONDENT

Spiritual growth should be the goal of  
all Christians, and as Catholics we are 
blessed with many avenues to guide us 
on our journey of  faith. From the simple 
discipline of  daily worship and communion 
to weekend retreats; from mission trips to 
perhaps the ultimate journey of  faith – a 
pilgrimage.

Recently, 31 parishioners from St. John 
the Evangelist Church in Waynesville 
embarked on an 11-day Marian pilgrimage, 
led by their pastor, Father Larry 
LoMonaco. Their journey took them to 
France, Spain and Portugal, including the 
Shrine at Lourdes, the Cathedral of  St. 
James in Santiago de Compostela, and the 
Shrine of  Our Lady of  Fatima.

Along the way, these parishioners 
became good friends and better Christians, 
with a renewed faith in the power of  prayer 
and a special devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

At the request of  Father LoMonaco, 
each St. John parishioner began the 
pilgrimage by choosing a “secret” prayer 
partner – a prayerful “buddy system.” Each 

parishioner was then presented with his or 
her own rosary and daily devotion booklet.

The group flew from Charlotte to 
Munich, then to Toulouse, where they met 
their guide and bus driver. Their first stop 
was the Convent des Jacobins, the founding 
church for the Dominican Order and shrine 
to St. Thomas Aquinas.

Father LoMonaco celebrated Mass 
directly above the sarcophagus containing 
the remains of  St. Thomas Aquinas, 
humbly beginning with the remark, “I am 
not worthy.” At the conclusion, all sang 
a resounding, and echoing, version of  
“Amazing Grace.” It was a memorable day.

The pilgrimage continued to Lourdes 
and the group checked into their hotel. 

Many weary travelers retired after dinner, 
but several joined the nightly candlelight 
procession and were truly rewarded, as 
they were engulfed by the throng of  the 
faithful following the statue of  Our Lady of  
Lourdes.

The procession included thousands 
of  pilgrims from all over the world. 
Immediately following the statue of  Our 
Lady were “les malades” – the sick and the 
disabled who come to the healing waters 
hoping for a miracle. All recited the rosary 
in unison as they processed, each pilgrim 
with candle held high, speaking his or her 
own language. After the rosary, the crowd 
sang “Immaculate Mary” in an effort “to 
come to Jesus through Mary.”

Perhaps the most touching event of  the 
evening took the Waynesville pilgrims 
by surprise, when a young man offered 
parishioner Barbara Dillon his candle. 
At first she refused, but the young man 
insisted. She said later, “It took me a 
minute to figure out that he wanted to 
share the light.”

The following day, the pilgrims met 
their guide for the day, Sister Fatima, for 
their tour of  the Sanctuary of  Our Lady of  
Lourdes. The tour began with a visit to the 
Museum of  St. Bernadette, where Sister 
Fatima recalled the story of  the poor young 
girl collecting firewood along the river, 
when she was touched by a gentle breeze 
and saw the apparition of  Our Lady.

When Our Lady appeared to Bernadette 
a second time, she spoke lovingly, asking, 
“Would you do me the favor of  coming for 
15 days?” Bernadette said, “Yes.”

In a subsequent visit, Our Lady asked 
Bernadette to “go wash yourself.” With 
great humility, Bernadette fell to her knees, 
scratching the ground until she found a 
source of  the water in the cave.

In another visit, Our Lady told 
Bernadette to go “tell the priest to build a 
church and come in procession.” The priest 
did not believe Bernadette’s stories, and 
asked for a miracle. Our Lady responded, 
providing a beautiful flower blooming in 
the dead of  winter, but the priest remained 
skeptical.

It wasn’t until Our Lady chose the Feast 
of  the Annunciation to give Bernadette the 
powerful message, “I am the Immaculate 

Conception,” that priest believed the young 
girl’s story.

Our Lady remained silent on her final 
visit with Bernadette, but her message still 
resounds.

As their tour guide, Sister Fatima, 
explained to the Waynesville pilgrims, “No 
words are needed with people you love.”

Touched by the stories of  Bernadette, the 
Waynesville pilgrims spent the rest of  the 
day touring Lourdes, visiting the Grotto 
where Our Lady first revealed herself  to 
Bernadette, and the taps where visitors are 
invited to “Wash your face and ask God to 
purify your heart.”

Many took the plunge into the sacred 
water of  the baths, and joined the 
Procession of  the Blessed Sacrament and 
blessing of  the sick.

That evening, the Waynesville pilgrims 
again participated in the torchlight 
procession. As they reflected on their time in 
Lourdes, Barbara Dillon put the first leg of  

their pilgrimage in perspective: “I could feel 
Our Blessed Mother’s love all around us.”

IN THE JUNE 21 EDITION, join the pilgrims from  
St. John in Waynesville as their journey takes them  
into Spain along the Camino de Santiago de Compostela – 
following “The Way of St. James.”
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The Way of St. James
Editor’s note: Pope Francis has urged all Roman Catholics to become pilgrims: “Having our eyes 
opened, our faith deepened, and enjoying the spiritual experience of our lives.” This spring a group 

from Waynesville embarked on a true journey of faith, an 11-day pilgrimage from Lourdes to Fatima. 
This is the second part of their journey:

PAUL VIAU
CORRESPONDENT

When we last left the group of  31 pilgrims from St. 
John the Evangelist Church in Waynesville, they were in 
Lourdes, France.

After a second torchlight procession honoring Our Lady, 
many in the group stayed up late into the night reflecting 
on their inspirational experience. The following day 
began all-too-early, with a French Mass at the Grotto – a 
farewell to Lourdes – where all had “bathed in Our Blessed 
Mother’s love.” Following Mass, the pilgrims boarded their 
bus and continued toward Spain.

Their driver, named Sunny, set the tone, welcoming the 
pilgrims as they crossed the border into Spain, saying, “Mi 
casa es su casa.”

Along “The Way,” the only Spanish-speaking pilgrim in 
the group, Rosie Bornoty, surprised everyone – passing 
out special prayer cards with a dramatic image of  Christ, 
painted by her long-time friend and artist, Gene Scurio. 
Rosie, short for Rosario, had dipped the cards in the sacred 
water of  Lourdes.

The bus stopped for lunch in San Sebastian, then 
continued to Santander, where Rosie rose to the occasion, 
interpreting and helping to order dinner for each of  the 
pilgrims. She was the first to volunteer, and the last to be 
served – reflecting the Gospel of  Matthew, “So the last will 
be first, and the first will be last.”

The following day began with Mass in the Chapel of  
Our Lord at the Cathedral of  Santander. The pilgrims 
then boarded the bus for the six-hour trip to Santiago de 
Compostela. Along the way, blue and yellow road signs 
marked “Camino de Santiago,” “The Way of  St. James.”

Pilgrims have traveled “The Way” to the sacred burial 
site of  St. James for centuries, following a variety of  paths 
through France and Spain to Santiago de Compostela. The 
most popular of  those paths are marked with a scallop 
shell.

The scallop shell is a metaphor for the Camino de 
Santiago – the linear grooves of  the shell representing 
the different paths taken by the pilgrims, which all come 
together at the tomb of  St. James.

The shell has also become a symbol for the pilgrims 
themselves. As the ocean waves wash the shells onto the 
shores of  Galicia, so God’s hand guides the pilgrims to 
Santiago.

After another long day’s journey by bus, following 
those scallop shells, the Waynesville pilgrims arrived in 
Santiago. After checking into their hotel, they enjoyed a 
memorable dinner, with Rosie Bornoty showing her gift for 
Flamenco dancing. Father Larry LoMonaco did not join in 
the dancing, but encouraged Rosie with a frequent use of  
the word “Ole!”

The following morning, the group arrived early at 
the Cathedral de Santiago to secure front row seats for 
the memorable morning Mass. Both pilgrim priests, 
Father LoMonaco and his long-time friend, Father 
Don Dusza, concelebrated the Mass, which included a 
dazzling ritual display, as eight monks manipulated the 
80-kg. Botafumeiro, “dancing it wildly the length of  the 
cathedral.”

According to tradition, this ritual has been taking place 
since the 11th century.

After Mass, the 31 Waynesville pilgrims toured the 
cathedral, which is replete with symbolism. Many went 
behind the altar to venerate the relics of  St. James. Others 
paused and reflected by the seated statue of  St. James 
holding a pilgrim’s stick and a scroll, which reads, “The 
Lord sent me.”

The tour concluded on the Porch of  Glory. As they stood 
before the statue of  St. James, they could see imprints left 
by countless pilgrims “touched” at the end of  their journey 
of  faith. 

After the tour, many of  the Waynesville pilgrims walked 
the last three miles of  the Camino from the Mount of  Joy.

Though they hadn’t walked the full length of  “The Way,” 
it was still a “Buen Camino.”

IN THE JULY 5 EDITION, the pilgrimage concludes for the Waynesville 
parishioners, as they travel through Spain and into Portugal to visit the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Fatima. Go online to www.catholicnewsherald.com to read about 
the first leg of their pilgrimage: Lourdes.

Scenes from the 
Cathedral de Santiago, 
the end of the Way of St. 
James pilgrimage
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St. John the Evangelist parishioners  
conclude their pilgrimage

Editor’s note: Pope Francis has urged all 
Roman Catholics to become pilgrims: “Having 
our eyes opened, our faith deepened, and 
enjoying the spiritual experience of our lives.” 
This spring a group from Waynesville embarked 
on a true journey of faith, an 11-day pilgrimage 
from Lourdes to Fatima. This is the final part of 
their journey:

PAUL VIAU
CORRESPONDENT

It has been said that, “Faith is a journey, 
not a destination.” And for the 31 pilgrims 
from St. John the Evangelist Church in 
Waynesville, their April journey was richly 
rewarding.

They visited sacred and holy destinations 
throughout France and Spain. They 
bathed in the holy water at the Shrine 
of  Our Lady of  Lourdes, and along “The 
Way,” celebrated Mass at the Cathedral de 
Santiago, paying homage to the relics of  
the beloved Apostle, St. James.

In this final leg of  their Marian 
pilgrimage, the St. John parishioners 
traveled by bus along the picturesque 
Spanish coast, and into their third country 
– Portugal.

Just outside Braga, which is blessed 
with more than 80 churches, stands one 
of  Portugal‘s most spectacular religious 
sanctuaries – Bom Jesus do Monte (Good 
Jesus of  the Mount).

This baroque masterpiece was built 
on the side of  a mountain in 1725, and 
is famous for the zigzag, uphill stairway 
leading to the church — past numerous 
chapels, gardens and purifying fountains.

Pilgrims have “walked” – on their knees 
– up the 800 steps to Bom Jesus Shrine for 
centuries, pausing and reflecting on the 14 
Stations of  the Cross.

Fortunately, for the Waynesville pilgrims, 
there is also a funicular railway (elevator) 
leading to the shrine. After a short “ascent” 
up the hill, the group celebrated Mass.

St. John’s pastor and pilgrimage leader 
Father Lawrence LoMonaco’s homily that 
day was especially touching, reflecting on 
his pilgrimage mission, “…taking care of  
my sheep.”

Following the Mass, all prayerfully took 
in the fantastic view, then descended (most 
by foot) for lunch at a nearby outdoor café.

The group then continued by bus, 
stopping for a short tour in Porto, 
then continuing to their final Marian 
destination – Fatima, one of  Europe’s 
major pilgrimage centers.

Weary from the day-long bus ride and 
a late dinner, most turned in early. Some 
walked the short way to the Chapel of  the 
Apparitions, and were rewarded: joining 
in the multilingual recitation of  the rosary 
and a candlelight procession behind the 
statue of  Our Lady of  Fatima. The stage 
was set for their next day in Fatima.

The day began, as all days on the 
pilgrimage, with Mass. This time Mass was 
celebrated at the famed Little Chapel of  
the Apparitions. Following Mass, the group 
met their local guide, “Neo,” who explained 
that the statue of  Our Lady of  Fatima in 
the chapel stands on the exact spot where 
Mary first appeared to three shepherd 
children, Francisco, Jacinto, and Lucia, on 
May 13, 1917.

In the apparition, Mary implored the 
children to pray for world peace, and asked 
that they return to that same spot (once 
marked by a large oak tree) on the 13th day 
of  every month.

Our Lady of  Fatima further told the 
children that she would reveal her true 
identity that October. It was then that she 
revealed to them that she was “Our Lady of  
the Rosary.”

The people of  Fatima wanted a sign or 
miracle that the apparitions were real, and 
on Oct. 13, 1917, an estimated 70,000 people 
witnessed “The Miracle of  the Sun.” Some 
saw the sun transformed into flowers, 
others saw the sun change colors wildly, 
still others the sun gyrating wildly “as if  
dancing.”

As the Waynesville pilgrims toured 
Fatima with their tour guide, they gained 
even more insight into the spiritual power 
of  Our Lady of  Fatima. They walked 
through Fatima Square and toured the 
family homes of  the shepherd children.

A few pilgrims in the group were able to 
meet Lucia’s niece.

They also visited Valinhos (Little Valley) 
where Our Lady appeared on Aug. 19, 
reminding the children to continue to pray 
the rosary daily.

That evening after dinner, the pilgrims 
witnessed yet another moving torchlight 
procession, and reflected on their full day 
in Fatima.

Many fell to sleep that night reciting the 
prayer Our Lady taught the children in 
July of  1917:

“Oh my Jesus, forgive us our sins. Save 
us from the fires of  hell. Lead all souls to 
heaven, especially those most in need of  
thy mercy.”

The Waynesville pilgrims were coming to 
the end of  their pilgrimage. The following 
day, they took a short bus ride to the small 
fishing village of  Nazare, where they 
celebrated Mass at Our Lady of  Nazare 
Church, which is set on a cliff  overlooking 
the ocean.

They continued to Lisbon, where they 
settled in and enjoyed a relaxing dinner 
and show.

Their final day in Portugal began with 
a Mass at the 12th-century Cathedral de 
Santa Maria, followed by tours of  the 
neighboring Pao de St. Antonio, the church 
built over the birthplace of  St. Anthony 
of  Padua, and Belem, formerly St. Jerome 
Monastery.

That evening the pilgrims gathered for 
their final dinner together before their 
flight home to Waynesville.

After a beginning toast with an excellent 
glass of  port, each member revealed the 
identity of  his or her prayer partner. It 
was emotional for all, but ended gleefully 
as Father Lo Monaco was presented with a 
surprise birthday cake.

There were so many candles to count 
that he was left speechless. At the end of  
the evening, Father LoMonaco concluded 
the pilgrimage, calling for prayer - silent 
prayer – because no words were needed.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY PAUL VIAU

Scenes from Fatima: The torchlight procession at Fatima, Fatima 
Cathedral and steps of Bom Jesus do Monte (Good Jesus of the Mount)

More online

At www.catholicnewsherald.com: 
Read about the Waynesville pilgrims’ 
experiences in Lourdes and on the Way 
of St. James


