
A Marian Pilgrimage to Spain, France & Portugal
Including Barcelona, Manresa, Montserrat, Zaragoza, Lourdes

Plus Fatima - On the Occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the Apparitions

Proposed 14-Day Itinerary

MON, DAY 1: DEPART USA: We depart en route to Barce-
lona via London with complimentary meals and beverages 
served aloft.

TUE, DAY 2: ARRIVE BARCELONA: We arrive in Barcelona 
in the early evening and are met by our representative of Catho-
lic Travel Centre. We proceed to downtown Barcelona via private 
motor coach and arrive at our hotel for check-in and dinner. (D)

WED, DAY 3: BARCELONA: VISIT OF THE CITY: Barce-
lona, the capital of Catalunya, a city of builders and planner, is 
renowned for its beauty in both its religious and secular build-
ings. In fact, the first Cathedral built in Los Angeles, California 
was modeled after Santa Maria del Mar, one of the most beau-
tiful churches in all of Spain. 

After breakfast we enjoy a half-day’s tour of Barcelona, in-
cluding a walking tour through the labyrinthine alleys of the 

Gothic Quarter with its IV Cen-
tury Roman Wall. The Quarter is 
home to Juan Miro Museum, one 
of Barcelona’s most celebrated 
artists. Our tour will include the 
Basilica of Santa Maria del Mar, 
where we celebrate the opening 
Mass of our pilgrimage. 

We’ll view the broad avenues 
of this beautiful city, admiring 
its marvelous architectural con-
trasts, dating back nearly 2,000 
years. Driving by the Columbus 
Statue and on the well-known 
Ramblas Boulevard to Cataluy-
na Square to the “Enxample,” we 

will admire the architectural styles of Catalan’s most famous 
architects: Batilló, Milà and Gaudí. We stop to admire the Ba-
silica of the Holy Family (Sagrada Familia), undeniably Gaudí’s 

most notable work which remains unfinished. We’ll have time 
for lunch at a local restaurant, and the rest of the day is at our 
leisure to explore on our own. (B, L) 

THU, DAY 4: BARCELONA: EXCURSION TO MANRESA 
& MONTSERRAT: Today we make our way to the spiritual 
heart of the Catalonia region. We visit Manresa a place of pro-
found conversion for Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Society 
of Jesus (Jesuits). 

Here, in a cave on the banks of the Cardoner River, Ignatius 
received a vision that provided him with deep insights into the 
spiritual life and altered the course of his own life. From the ini-
tial insights he received here, Ignatius went on to pen the “Spiri-
tual Exercises.” We enjoy an audio-
visual presentation and tour of the 
museum at Manresa then celebrate 
Eucharist in the nearby cave. 

We enjoy lunch together at a lo-
cal restaurant. Afterwards we con-
tinue to Montserrat, home to the 
Benedictine monastery dramati-
cally set in the Montserrat moun-
tain range. Pilgrims from around 
the world flock to this monastery to 
view its magnificent architecture in 
such a striking setting. This shrine 
has attracted pilgrims for over 700 
years, much as it did Ignatius of Loyola in March of 1522. We 
pause here to visit the Black Madonna of Montserrat, probably 
Spain’s most fervent devotion to the Blessed Mother. We return 
to Barcelona. Dinner is on our own this evening. (B, L) 

FRI, DAY 5: BARCELONA / ZARAGOZA: After breakfast 
we depart Barcelona for the beau-
tiful city of Zaragoza, the capital of 
Aragon. Founded some 2000 years 
ago, the city is filled with stunning 
historic monuments, including the 
impressive and beautiful Basilica 
of the Virgin of the Pilar. Upon 
arrival in Zaragoza, we celebrate 
Mass at this Marian Shrine built on 

“Thank you for this exceptional spiritual 
and cultural journey.  It was spectacular.” 
- Ms. P.M. - Massachusetts



the site where the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to St. James 
the Apostle on his way to northwestern Spain. Accompanied 
by celestial music, angels and a brilliant light, Our Lady en-
couraged St. James and his disciples on their journeys. This 
apparition was unlike any other, because when Our Lady ap-
peared to St. James, she was still living on earth in Jerusalem. 
During the vision St. James was given a wooden statue which 
is now in the center of the Basilica. After Mass, we check-in to 
our hotel for dinner and the evening. (B, D) 

SAT, DAY 6: ZARAGOZA / LOURDES: Today, we depart 
Spain and journey to France, and the Marian Shrine of Lourdes. 
More than four million pilgrims come to Lourdes each year to 
bathe in the waters of the miraculous spring. In 1858, 14 year-
old Bernadette Soubirous declared that the Virgin had appeared 
to her several times in the Cave of Massabielle and had said to 
her in the local patois, “I am the Immaculate Conception.” Mass 
will be celebrated en route or upon arrival in Lourdes. This eve-
ning, you may want to participate in the candlelight procession. 
Dinner and overnight are at our hotel in Lourdes. (B, D) 

SUN, DAY 7: LOURDES: VISIT OF THE SHRINE: This 
morning we join pilgrims from around the world in Mass 

at the Basilica. After 
Mass, we tour the Sanc-
tuary, Grotto and Up-
per Basilica. We take 
a walking tour ‘In the 
Footsteps of Berna-
dette,’ visiting the Boly 
Mill, the room where 
Bernadette was born, 
the Cachot (the former 
jail cell where her im-

poverished family lived at the time of the apparitions) and the 
parish church, containing her baptismal font. 

We have some time at leisure for a bite of lunch and visit of 
the baths. In the afternoon we are welcome to participate in the 
Procession of the Blessed Sacrament and the Blessing of the Sick. 
Dinner is served at our hotel, and we may return to the Sanctu-
ary for the Rosary and Evening Torchlight Procession. (B, D) 

MON, DAY 8: LOURDES / SAN SEBASTIAN / COVA-
DONGA AREA: After breakfast this morning, we journey 
to Covandonga, Spain, with a noon-time stop in the beauti-
ful seaside city of San Sebastian on the Gulf of Vizcaya. Af-
ter lunch on our own, we will board our motor coach for our 
ocean view drive to the historic town of Covadonga. Upon 
arrival, we will have the evening at leisure for time to relax and 
dinner at our hotel. (B, D) 

TUE, DAY 9: COVADONGA / SANTIAGO DE COMPOS-
TELA: This morning, after breakfast, we pay a special visit to 

Our Lady of Covadonga. Co-
vadonga combines the history 
of the Spanish Christians first 
victory over the Moors with 
the beauty of one of Spain’s 
most dramatic National Parks. 
One of the town’s important 
monuments is of La Santa Cue-
va, a cave shrine containing the 

sarcophagus of Pelayo, king of the Visigothic Christians, and 
an enormous neo-Romanesque basilica commemorating the 
Christianization of Spain. In Spain, there are more than 15 Vir-
genes de la Cueva (Virgins of the Cave) among the best known 
ones there is Nuestra Señora de Covadonga (cova=cueva), 
which we visit here. We continue on to Santiago de Compos-
tela for dinner and the evening. (B, D) 

WED, DAY 10: SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA: VISIT OF 
THE TOWN: We will have a full day of sightseeing in the city 
of Spain’s patron Saint. The name “Compostela” from the Latin 
“field of the star,” was named after the tradition of St. James 
(Santiago), the Patron Saint of 
Spain. This city has been the 
third major site visited by Chris-
tian pilgrims and visitors (after 
Jerusalem and Rome) and is the 
present capital of Galicia. 

We will delight in our walk-
ing tour of this medieval city 
on labyrinthine cobbled streets. 
Santiago remains virtually intact, 
since no man or natural upheav-
als have produced any damage to 
the city. It’s a true national monu-
ment with its buildings built with 
practically indestructible granite 
stone. We will visit the Plaza del Obradoiro and the great Cathe-
dral that dominates the town. Here the statue of St. James smiles 
benignly down upon the faithful. Inside the Cathedral are more 
pieces of priceless architecture, statues and religious treasures. 
We will celebrate Mass, followed by lunch at a local restaurant. 

There will be time to browse through the quaint narrow 
streets and plazas, admiring such buildings as the Neoclassical 
Rajoy Palace, now the city hall, the Romanesque Colegio de 
San Jeronimo, and the utterly stunning Parador de Los Reyes 
Católicos – all buildings which surround the other three sides 
of this magnificent plaza. The afternoon is at our leisure, and 
dinner is on our own. (B, L) 

For More Information Contact: 
Scott Scherer, President & Owner
Tel: (800) 553-5233 
Email: Scott@GoCatholicTravel.com



THU, DAY 11: SANTIAGO, BOM JESUS, PORTO & FATI-
MA: This morning after breakfast we board our motor coach 
and make our way to Bom Jesus do Monte, one of Portugal’s 

most spectacular religious 
sanctuaries. The site is built 
upon a hill which can be 
reached by steps or the fu-
nicular railway dating back 
to 1882. The Igreja de Bom 
Jesus de Monte has a grand 
staircase which symbolizes 
the 14 Stations of the Cross 
and leads up to the church it-

self. Along the way, are figurines, fountains and chapels—each 
more beautiful than the next and each symbolizing one phase of 
the final journey of Christ. Here we celebrate Mass. 

Back on our coach we find our way to Porto, the port city 
famous for the origin of Port Wine. We will enjoy a port wine 
tasting at a local winery and then have some time here for 
lunch on our own. Continuing our journey south, we arrive at 
Fatima, one of the major Christian pilgrimage centers in all Eu-
rope. Yet this shrine is located in a town ironically named after 
the daughter of Mohammed, Islam’s great prophet! Dinner and 
overnight are in Fatima. (B, D) 

FRI, DAY 12: FATIMA: VISIT OF THE SHRINE: This morn-
ing we visit the shrine of Fatima. On May 13, 1917, the image 
of the Virgin Mary appeared here to three shepherd children, 
Francisco and Jacinta Marto and Lucia dos Santos. The appari-
tion asked the three children to pray for world peace. 

She then requested them to return to that very spot on the 
thirteenth of every month, assuring them, that in October, 
she would reveal her true identity. On October 13, 1917, the 

lady appeared before the children and announced she was Our 
Lady of the Rosary. 

We celebrate Mass at the Little 
Chapel of the Apparitions. We will 
also visit the Tombs of Francisco, 
Jacinto and Sr. Lucia, the Aljustrel 
where the children lived, and the 
Valinhos, where Our Lady ap-
peared after the children’s return 
from prison. Tonight we enjoy a 

festive farewell dinner at Ourem Castle, with a show of the an-
cient kings and queens. (B, D) 

SAT, DAY 13: FATIMA / LISBON: VISIT OF THE CITY: We 
depart Fatima this morning and travel to Lisbon. Upon arrival 
we visit ‘Santo Antonio Da Se,’ 
the site where St. Anthony of 
Padua, patron saint of Por-
tugal, was born in 1195. We 
celebrate the final Mass of our 
pilgrimage at the Cathedral 
where the Saint was baptized. 
Later we visit the Belem Tow-
er and the Gothic monastery 
of St. Jeronimo. The after-
noon is at leisure. Dinner tonight is at our hotel. (B, D) 

SUN, DAY 14: RETURN TO THE USA: This morning we 
transfer to the Lisbon airport for our return flight to the USA 
via London. (B) 

Note: While no changes are anticipated, there may be unforeseen occa-
sions when certain alterations become necessary to this itinerary, either 
due to changes in airline schedules or for other reasons.

For More Information Contact: 
Scott Scherer, President & Owner
Tel: (800) 553-5233 
Email: Scott@GoCatholicTravel.com

Want to customize? 
We’ll gladly customize an itinerary according to your preferences and budget. 

“This is the best planned trip I have ever been on.  You guys did great.  
I will definitely use Catholic Travel Centre again!” - Fr. V.G. - California


