
A Marian Journey to Fatima
Plus Lisbon, Avila & Madrid

On the Occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the Apparitions
Including: Nazare, Salamanca, Segovia & Toledo

Proposed 10-Day Itinerary

DAY 1: DEPART THE USA: We board our interna-
tional flight en route to Lisbon, Portugal. Dinner and 
breakfast will be served on board. 

DAY 2: ARRIVE LISBON: Upon arrival in Lisbon 
we are met by 
our Catholic 
Travel Centre 
representative, 
who will es-
cort us to our 
motor coach. 
Boarding our 
waiting mo-
tor coach, we 
transfer to our 
hotel for dinner and the evening.  (D)

DAY 3: LISBON / NAZARE / FATIMA: This morn-
ing, time permitting, we enjoy a short panoramic tour 
of Lisbon, before departing for the fishing village of 
Nazare (after Nazareth), a charming seaside town with 
friendly pedestrian areas, fresh air, and good shopping.  
Here we celebrate Mass at the church of Our Lady of 
Nazare, set on a cliff overlooking the ocean. After our 
Mass here, we will have some time to stroll through 
this scenic village. Continuing our journey we arrive at 
Fatima, one of the major Christian pilgrimage centers 
in all Europe. Yet this shrine is located in a town ironi-
cally named after the daughter of Mohammed, Islam’s 
great prophet! Dinner and overnight are in Fatima. (B, 
D) 

DAY 4: FATIMA: VISIT OF THE SHRINE - 100th 
Anniversary Year: This morning we visit the shrine 
of Fatima. On May 13, 1917, the image of the Virgin 

Mary appeared here to three shepherd children, Fran-
cisco and Jacinta 
Marto and Lucia 
dos Santos. The 
apparition asked 
the three chil-
dren to pray for 
world peace. 

She then re-
quested them 
to return to that 
very spot on the thirteenth of every month, assuring 
them, that in October, she would reveal her true iden-
tity. On October 13, 1917, the lady appeared before the 

children and announced she 
was Our Lady of the Rosary. 

We celebrate Mass at the 
Little Chapel of the Appari-
tions. We will also visit the 
Tombs of Francisco, Jacinto 
and Sr. Lucia, the Aljustrel 
where the children lived, and 
the Valinhos, where Our Lady 
appeared after the children’s 
return from prison.  The after-
noon is entirely at our leisure. 
Dinner is at our hotel.  We are 

welcome to participate in the evening Rosary and Pro-
cession. (B, D)

DAY 5: FATIMA / SALAMANCA / AVILA: This 
morning, after Mass, we make our way to  Avila, cross-
ing over the border to Spain.  We make a stop at the 
university town of  Salamanca.  Alfonso IX founded 
the university in the 1200’s, making it one of the oldest 
universities in Europe.  At one time, it drew the conti-
nent’s very best scholars.  It was ranked with Oxford, 
Paris, and Bologna, as one of “the four leading lights of 
the medieval world.”  The intellectual life continues to 
this day.  Salamanca has been named a World Heritage 
City by UNESCO, one of six such cities in Spain.

After some time for lunch on our own, we enjoy a 

“Thank you for this exceptional spiritual 
and cultural journey.  It was spectacular.” 
- Ms. P.M. - Massachusetts



panoramic tour of the city including, the famous Casa 
de las Conchas (the House of Shells), a 15th century 
house adored with more than 400 conch shells and the 
Plaza Mayor with its interesting architecture. 

We continue on to the walled town of Avila, with 
the best preserved medieval walls in all of Europe.  We 
check-in to our hotel for dinner and the evening. (B, 
D)

DAY 6: AVILA: VISIT OF THE TOWN: This morn-
ing, we visit Avila, a city of contrasts, the hustle and 
bustle of the Mercado (market) contrasts with the quiet 

repose of the 
temples and 
its cloisters. 
We begin 
with the an-
cient walls. 
The city walls 
are the sym-
bolic emblem 
of the city. 
They consti-

tute a unique symbol that encloses mysticism and his-
tory, art and heroic chivalry. 

Next, we visit sites connected with St. Teresa of 
Avila, the mystic saint and one of four women Doc-
tors of the Church. Our visit includes the Monastery 
of the Incarnation where St. Teresa spent many years 
of her life in solitude, deepening her insights into the 
spiritual life. Here we celebrate Mass. We also visit the 
Monastery of St. Joseph, her first foundation. Then we 
take some time for our own personal devotions. Final 
stop of the day is the Cathedral of Avila, the oldest of 
the Spanish Gothic Cathedrals. The sanctuary of the 
cathedral is built into the wall, making it part of the 
city’s defenses. 

We have some time at leisure for lunch on our own 
and to stroll the streets of this historic city. Be sure to 
try the sweetmeats made by local nuns and sold in 
small shops throughout the city, especially “yemas” 
made with egg yolks and sugar. Dinner tonight is at a 
local restaurant. (B, D) 

DAY 7: AVILA / SEGOVIA / VALLEY OF THE 
FALLEN / MADRID: This morning we make our 
way to Segovia to pay our respect to one of the great 
mystics of Catholic tradition, St. John of the Cross, 
whose sepulcher we visit. We also visit the cathe-
dral, the last great Gothic cathedral built in Spain. 

On the horizon we can see famous Alcazar Castle. It 
might look familiar – Walt Disney reportedly drew 
his inspiration for the Disney castle from this very 
place! 

We gather at a local restaurant to eat a famous “co-
chinillo” for lunch. En route back to Madrid we stop at 
the Valley of the Fallen, a striking memorial to those 
who died in the Spanish Civil War. A basilica was built 
into the mountainside here, housing tombs of soldiers 
from both sides of the conflict. Here we celebrate Mass.  
After Mass, we continue on to our hotel in Madrid for 
dinner and the evening.  (B, D)

DAY 8: MADRID:  VISIT OF THE CITY & LEI-
SURE: We begin with 
Mass at the Cathedral.  
This twin towered 
church was built in 
the Baroque style for 
the Jesuits in the mid- 
17th century. After 
Mass we meet our lo-
cal guide to begin our 
tour including a visit 
to the Royal Palace. 
We also visit the Pla-
za Mayor, the Main 
Square of the city, and 
one of the most strik-
ing central squares of 
any city in Europe, and probably the world. Over 
the centuries this square has been a venue for exe-
cutions, tournaments, weddings, bullfights, and the 
Inquisition! The ground floor of most buildings is 
full of cafes, restaurants, and shops which are all ap-
pealing to the tourists. We may see a street vendor 
or local artist as well. 

We spend this afternoon at our leisure and you may 
decide to pay a visit to the famous Prado Museum 
on your own. Dinner tonight is on our own to ex-

For More Information Contact: 
Scott Scherer, President & Owner
Tel: (800) 553-5233 
Email: Scott@GoCatholicTravel.com



plore some of the local restaurants, and our tour 
manager will have some suggestions on where to 
dine. (B)

DAY 9: MADRID: EXCURSION TO TOLEDO: This 
morning we make an 
excursion to Toledo, 
named a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site 
as one of the most 
important centers of 
European medieval 
history. The Roman 
author Titus de-
scribed it as a “small 
fortified town,” and 
the “Swords of Tole-
do” gave its steel pro-
duction world-wide 
fame. 

We meet our lo-
cal guide for a tour 

walking tour of the city, including St. Tome Church, 
with the famous El Greco painting, The Burial of the 
Count of Orgaz. We also see the Monastery of St. 
John of the Kings and the Synagogue of Santa Maria 
La Blanca, once the primary synagogue, later con-
verted to a church by the Knights of Calatrava. Our 
tour concludes at the Cathedral of Toledo, where we 
celebrate the closing Mass of our pilgrimage. We en-
joy a farewell lunch at the Parador, including a wine 
of the region, before returning to Madrid and the 
balance of the day at leisure. Dinner tonight is on our 
own. (B, L)

DAY 10: RETURN TO THE USA: After breakfast 
we transfer to the Madrid Airport for our flight to the 
USA. (B)

Note:  While no changes are anticipated, there may be 
unforeseen occasions when certain alterations become 
necessary to this itinerary, either due to changes in air-
line schedules or for other reasons.

For More Information Contact: 
Scott Scherer, President & Owner
Tel: (800) 553-5233 
Email: Scott@GoCatholicTravel.com

Want to customize? 
We’ll gladly customize an itinerary according to your preferences and budget. 

“This is the best planned trip I have 
ever been on.  You guys did great.  I will 

definitely use Catholic Travel Centre again!” 
- Fr. V.G. - California


